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But at the time he was hooted, hissed, menaced
with violence, denounced as a traitor, regarded
even by the mass of the workers as a disgrace to
his country.
From this period dated also Hardie's interest
in India, which later added inflammation to the
prejudice against him. An I.L.P. resolution of
sorrow at an Indian famine, the result ofce heavy
taxation, expropriation of the people's slender
resources, and capitalistic occupation," brought
invitations to Hardie to visit the country. He
was not able to do that for a number of years,
but he made himself acquainted with the problems
set by the growing dislike of British rule. When
he did go to study them on the spot, a campaign
of abuse and calumny was carried on in London
newspapers, although neither the authorities
nor the Press in India made complaint of his
speeches. For a week or two a frenzy of resent-
ment raged against him, then died away as the
truth became known. The episode had merely
the effect of making him better known, drawing
attention to his statements, and increasing the
affectionate respect of his fellow Socialists every-
where.
Even in South Africa, which he visited, after
he had been in India, in the course of his world-
tour, there were plenty of devoted, brave admirers
ready to defend him against the mobs egged on
by the mine-owners' Press to attack him. The
mine-owners still feared him. He had helped
to check their use of cheap Chinese labour. He